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Organized 17�� Sartyoon Sang Crafts Exhibition in partnership with Govt. of Sindh

News Stories

MPA and President Pakistan Peoples' Party (Ladies Wing) Ms. Faryal Talpur Inaugurated the exhibi�on

SRSO OUTREACH & INTERVENTIONS   l   OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025

Ms. Faryal Talpur visited all stalls, met artisans and  
praised crafts skills of rural women artisans and Sindh 
Government's efforts with SRSO to empower rural women 
and promote Sindh's handicrafts as enterprise. She 
emphasized the need to provide more market access to 
local artisans and promote cultural heritage.

Ocean Mall, Karachi / December 5, 6 & 7, 2025
Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) successfully 
organized 3-Day 17th Sartyoon Sang Crafts Exhibition in 
partnership with the Sindh Government and other 
partners at Ocean Mall, Karachi, Sindh. The primary 
objective of the exhibition was to support the rural women 
artisans of Sindh in rebuilding their lives and 
strengthening their livelihoods through providing 
opportunity to sell their crafts in urban market.
More than 6,000 rural women artisans of Business 
Development Groups (BDGs) from 14 SRSO-outreached 
districts showcased their traditional crafts/products over 
7,000 products, including textiles, baskets, jewelry, and 
traditional clothing, showcasing Sindh's rich cultural 
heritage for marketing and promotion.
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA) & President of 
Pakistan 'Peoples Party (Ladies Wing) Ms.  Faryal Talpur 
inaugurated the three-day 17th Sartyoon Sang Crafts 
Exhibition at Ocean Mall, Clifton, Karachi. The exhibition, 
organized by  SRSO in collaboration with the Sindh 
Government, in order to showcases the work of thousands 
of rural women artisans from across Sindh.
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On the occasion, Provincial Minister for Planning and 
Development Jam Khan Shoro, Parliamentary Secretary 
Planning and Development, Sadia Javed, Deputy Mayor 
Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad, Chairperson SRSO 
Naheed Shah Duraani, Dr. Shereen Mustafa SRSO-Board 
member and others were also present.
CEO-SRSO, Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro, stated that the 
exhibition aims to facilitate rural women artisans for 
better income opportunities. SRSO has established 
Business Development Groups (BDGs) in operational 
districts, trained over 15,000 women members in various 
skills.
A large number of crafts lovers, SRSO friends, 

entrepreneurs and especially residents of Karachi visited 
exhibition and purchased crafts to support artisans. 
Meanwhile, key representatives from government 
departments, civil society organizations, artists and media 
also visited exhibition and appreciated artisans work and 
efforts of SRSO to empower rural women artisans through 
promoting crafts enterprise development, innovation and 
marketing linkages.
Media from print, electronic, and digital channels 
extensively visited and covered exhibition through news 
stories, inauguration ceremony, artisans, visitors, and 
SRSO management interviews.
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Visit of Ms. Sadia Javed, Member Provincial Assembly, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Planning & Development, & Spokesperson of the Sindh Government

Mirpurkhas | November 15, 2025 

Member Provincial Assembly, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Planning & Development, and Spokesperson of the Sindh 
Government, Sadia Javed, has said that empowering and 
strengthening women was the lifelong dream of Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, and Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari is carrying that mission with full dedication and 
commitment.

She expressed these views while addressing a ceremony 
in Village Sohbat Laghari, Union Council Makhan Samoon, 
Taluka Shujaabad, where she met organized rural women 
and local entrepreneurs, and distributed cheques of loans 
for support women in establishment of small businesses.

She emphasized that the mothers and sisters of Sindh are 
honest, dedicated, and visionary, and that this women-led 
and women-owned program is unique in Pakistan.

Earlier, Mayor Mirpurkhas, Abdul Rauf Ghauri said that 
Sindh Government's PPRP initiative is a revolutionary step 
toward reducing poverty by supporting vulnerable groups 
and making them socially and economically stronger.

Addressing the gathering, Chief Executive Of�cer SRSO, 
Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro, informed participants that the 
Sindh Government launched this program across the 
province through SRSO. Under the Community Investment 
Fund, the Government provided SRSO with Rs. 7 billion, 
while Rs-1 billion was allocated as loans speci�cally for 
women to establish small enterprises. As a result, 400,000 
women across Sindh have received �nancial assistance to 
establish their businesses. He added that the loan 
recovery rate stands at 99%, re�ecting the honesty, 
discipline, and commitment of the bene�ciaries.

Later, the MPA also visited Brit Women Garments and Sky 
Garments for Men and appreciated the efforts of SRSO in 
support to Govt. of Sindh�s objective to reduce poverty. 

Guests planted the tree to support community plantation 
drive and achieve goal of #GreenSindh. CEO-SRSO 
presented SRSO memorial shields to guests on coloration 

for women's empowerment and reduce poverty. 

During the dialogue session, women leaders from 
community institutions and entrepreneurs supported 
under the People's Poverty Reduction Program (PPRP) 
funded by the Sindh Government, as well as those 
supported under the Malteser International and BMZ-
funded project, shared their success stories. They also 
showcased their crafts and enterprises that have 
signi�cantly improved their social and economic 
conditions. 

District Manager SRSO, Syed Shehanshah, stated that the 
purpose of community-level programs is to organize, 
empower, and sensitize rural women while building their 
linkages with various institutions.

On this occasion, Regional General Manager Hyderabad 
Khadim Hussain Shar, Deputy Director Social Welfare 
Anwar Hussain Khaskheli, Asif Ali Qazi , Manager SRSO-
Communications, Project Coordinator (MI Project) 
Maqsood Hussain Kolachi, Sohail Siddiqui, Sr. Manager 
PPRP,  and other representatives were also present.

SRSO OUTREACH & INTERVENTIONS   l   OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025
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“The Leadership Role of Community Women in Rural Development” 

SRSO Complex Sukkur/ December 10, 2025

Under the theme �The Leadership Role of Community 
Women in Rural Development,� a dialogue was held at the 
SRSO Complex, Sukkur, among Sindh's leading 
intellectuals and women leaders from eight districts of 
Sindh. The dialogue brought together women leaders of 
community institutions fostered by the Sindh Rural 
Support Organization (SRSO) to achieve rural development 
and poverty reduction through women's empowerment. 
During the session, the women leaders shared inspiring 
stories of social change and development achieved in their 
personal lives, households, and at the community level.

The dialogue was organized on the occasion of a visit to 
SRSO by renowned writers, intellectuals, and civil society 
leaders of Sindh, including Mr. Iqbal Tareen, Dr. Aijaz Turk, 
Mr. Naseer Memon, and Dr. Ayoub Shaikh. More than 60 
active women activists from the Sukkur, Khairpur, Ghotki, 
Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Kashmore, Larkana, and Qambar 
Shahdadkot participated in the discussion. The session 
was facilitated by the Chief Executive Of�cer of SRSO, Mr. 
Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro.

The women leaders spoke about the obstacles they faced 

on their journey of development and change, how they 
confronted these challenges, and the signi�cant 
achievements and impacts they attained as a result. They 
explained how they transformed themselves and the 
environment within their homes, and the dif�culties 
encountered while forming organizations. The women 
shared the remarkable successes achieved by women-led 
community institutions�through collaboration with SRSO, 
government departments, elected representatives, and 
self-help in the areas of women's rights, poverty 
reduction, education, health, sanitation, housing 
construction, emergency relief and rehabilitation during 
�oods, skills development, and livelihood promotion. They 
stated that their roles as women leaders are now 
recognized not only within their homes and communities 
but also at the union council and district levels.

Sindh's intellectuals collectively appreciated the inspiring 
journeys of these women, acknowledging their effective 
efforts despite the challenges faced at every level in 
underdeveloped and tribal-in�uenced districts of Sindh. 
While addressing the women, they said: �You are the hope 
for a bright future of a new Sindh. We salute your courage, 
passion, unity, and wisdom.�

A dialogue was held at the SRSO Complex, Sukkur, among Sindh's leading intellectuals and women leaders from eight districts of Sindh.
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Naseer Memon said: �Listening to you has strengthened 
our morale. Your dreams and efforts will change Sindh. 
Therefore, never stop dreaming cherish your dreams and 
continue striving to achieve them.� Iqbal Tareen remarked: 
�We have always been made to feel pessimistic by hearing 
unpleasant narratives about Sindh, but meeting you, 
witnessing your achievements �rsthand, and listening to 
your inspiring stories has been a pleasant surprise. You 
are the living and shining Sindh we have dreamed of.� 
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Ayoub Shaikh said: �You are 
the heroines of the new Sindh. You think, you dream, you 

raise your voices against injustices, and you also 
strive to bring about improvement.� Dr. Aijaz Turk 
stated: �Listening to you has created hope that Sindh will 
continue to progress, because the women of Sindh are 
progressing. You are not darkness; you are rays of light, 
and I see Sindh's bright future in you.�

On the occasion, Dr. Inayat Khand and Dr. AlllahJiyio also 
expressed their views, appreciated the spirit and struggle 
of SRSO and the women leaders of community institutions 
for social change and development, and offered their 
voluntary services to improve health conditions in villages.

Interaction with women leaders of community institutions, artisans and entrepreneurs 
Thatto, Larkano and Sukkur / December 8, 9 & 11, 2025
A distinguished delegation of prominent scholars, writers, 
and civil society activists, led by CEO SRSO Mr. Muhammad 
Dittal Kalhoro visits Sindh Rural Support Organization 
(SRSO). The distinguished delegation comprised of Mr. Iqbal 
Tareen, Mr. Aijaz Turk, Dr. Ayoub Shaikh, and Mr. Naseer 
Memon,& they visited SRSO interventions and met organized 
women especially under People's Poverty Reduction 
Program-PPRP funded by Sindh Government in various 
districts like: Thatto, Larkano and Sukkur.

The primary purpose of the visit was to witness the ongoing 
PPRP interventions to strengthen community institutions, 
livelihood initiatives, and  women-led economic activities at 
the grassroots level.

In Thatto district, they visited Union Council Jungri, and 
attended dialogue of women leaders of community 
institutions and entrepreneurs. They shared their success 
stories and showcased their crafts and entreasures. During 
the visit, community stalls were set up by women artisans 
and entrepreneurs, showcase their products and crafts 
developed under the program.

2nd day, delegation visited Village Malook Khuhro, UC Lund, 
district Larkana to engage with organized rural women. LSO 
leader Ms. Shabana warmly welcomed the guests with 
traditional Ajrak, showcasing Sindh's rich cultural hospitality. 
The delegation visited the SRSO�SPHF & Sindh Government-
supported reconstructed houses under SFEHRP, and also 
explored Business Development Group (BDG) stalls set up by 
rural women. They appreciated the women's craftsmanship, 
entrepreneurship, and progress.

During Sukkur visit, they interacted with women 
entrepreneurs, and visited Soap and Sanitary Pads 
Production Unit support by SRSO under PPRP-Govt. of Sindh 
at Village Loung Bhatti, Taluka Rohri.

During the visit, the delegation interacted with women 
workers engaged in soap and sanitary pad production. They 
discussed the work environment, production processes, and 
the transformative impact of SRSO's support on their 
livelihoods. The dialogue also touched upon challenges faced 
by the workers, with particular emphasis on marketing and 
accountancy solutions to strengthen sustainability.

SRSO OUTREACH & INTERVENTIONS   l   OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025
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Sukkur IBA University organized 8-week long Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP) 

Sukkur IBA University /November 13, 2025

Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO), in collaboration 
with Sukkur IBA University, has organized 8 week- 
Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP) for youth 
from underprivileged areas of Sukkur and Ghotki districts 
under People's Poverty Reduction Program-PPRP funded 
by Sindh Government. The program was organized by the 
Sukkur IBA Executive Development Center - EDC from 13 
September to 13 November. 2025. On November 13, 2025, 
the course completion ceremony was held at EDC-IBA 
Sukkur.

Representatives from SRSO, including CEO Mr. 
Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro, along with the Regional 
General Manager Khairpur, CFO, HR Manager, Finance 
Manager, DMs, and �eld staff, participated in the event. 
From IBA, Pro-Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Mir 
Muhammad Shah and Director EDC Altaf Hussain Samo, 
along with faculty members, attended the event. 

Key Highlights of the Event

 The program began with a welcome note by Mr. Altaf 
Hussain Samo (Director EDC), who highlighted the 
successful journey of the 8-week Entrepreneur's 
Development program.

 SRSO-RGM Aumir Abass Mangi briefed attendees on 

the importance and objectives of the training.

 CEO-SRSO shared his views on the training, 
emphasizing the importance of fostering an 
entrepreneurial mindset among participants. He 
appreciated the efforts of SRSO and IBA.

 A total of 52 certi�cates were distributed among 
participants who successfully completed the training.

 Additionally, 8 cheques total amount 2.3 million were 
distributed to entrepreneurs who submitted their 
innovative business plans.

 SRSO and IBA congratulate the trained entrepreneurs 
on their future endeavors.

 CEO-SRSO and Pro-VC Sukkur IBA exchanged 
memorial shields to collaborate for learning, 
development, & empowerment. 

EDP was conceived, planned & executed successfully 
under the ongoing People's Poverty Reduction Program 
(PPRP) funded by the Sindh Government, implemented by 
SRSO in Sukkur and Ghotki districts. This initiative aims to 
empower young entrepreneurs with the enhanced 
entrepreneurship skills and knowledge needed to 
establish and grow innovative businesses, thereby 
contributing to economic development, reducing poverty, 
and unemployment in targeted areas. 

52 par�cipants from Sukkur and Ghotki districts successfully completed the training at Sukkur IBA Execu�ve 
Development Center ‐ EDC

Published Success Stories of 8-Week Long Entrepreneurship Training Program Graduates by Sukkur IBA University
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SRSO-Board Engagements 

Jacobabad | October 19, 2025

Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) Board members, led 
by Chairperson Ms. Naheed Shah Durrani, visited Village Qaim 
Din Tanwari, Taluka Thul, District Jacobabad to engage with 
organized rural women, observe and review ongoing community 
development projects, and identify areas for further 
improvement.

The delegation included Mr. Naseer Memon, Mr. Sha�que 
Ahmed Khoso, Mr. Ghulam Sarwar Khero, Mr. Aazar Ayaz, Mr. 
Ghulam Mustafa Abro and Ms. Raheema Panhwar. Meanwhile 
SRSO CEO Mr. Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro and district team 
facilitated the visit.

During the visit, Board members observed the reconstruction of 

resilient houses for Sindh Floods 2022 victims under the Sindh 
People's Housing for Flood Affected (SPHF), funded by the 
Government of Sindh implemented by SRSO. They visited 
constructed houses and met bene�ciary families to get their 
views and impacts of the houses.  

October 28, 2025 | Karachi

The 22nd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Sindh Rural Support 
Organization (SRSO) was held on October 28, 2025 at the SRSO 
Coordination Of�ce, Karachi, Sindh. Ms. Naheed Shah Durrani, 
Chairperson SRSO Board presided over the meeting. All 
respected members and board of directors attended the 
meeting, where various agenda points were discussed. The 
annual accounts of SRSO for the �nancial year 2024-2025 were 
reviewed and approved, and new directors were elected. 

Following the AGM, the 82nd Board Meeting was also held at the 
Coordination Of�ce, Karachi to review progress and strategic 
planning of the organization presented by CEO-SRSO.

October 18, 2025 | SRSO Complex Sukkur

The 81st meeting of the Sindh Rural Support Organization 
(SRSO) Board was held on October 18, 2025, at the SRSO 
Complex, Sukkur, under the chairpersonship of Ms. Naheed 
Shah Durrani, Chairperson SRSO Board.

The meeting was attended by esteemed Board Members. The 
Board reviewed in detail the progress of the 1st Quarter of FY 
2026 and discussed and recommended the Annual Audited 
Accounts for FY 2024-2025.

The SRSO-Chief Executive Of�cer and Sector Heads shared 
comprehensive progress updates on the organization's key 
initiatives and ongoing programs.

Sukkur | December 18, 2025
Chairperson SRSO Board, Ms. Naheed Shah Duraani, and 
Chief Executive Of�cer Mr. Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro held a 
meeting with the SRSO Education Team at SRSO Complex, 
Sukkur, to review the progress of SRSO-managed schools.

During the meeting, the Senior Manager, SRSO�Social 
Service Sector (SSS) presented an overview of SRSO-
managed Community Cluster and EMO Schools, highlighting 
new initiatives aimed at strengthening teachers' capacity, 
student enrollment, quality of education, and infrastructure 
development.

The Chairperson particularly appreciated the initiative to 
organize Science Festivals in all 27 secondary-level schools 

across four districts. On the occasion, the Chairperson and 
CEO presented an appreciation shield to the SRSO Education 
Team and extended their best wishes for the �nal round of 
the Science Festival scheduled for December 20, 2025, at the 
SRSO Complex.
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1,438,111
Households organized  

79,886
Community 
Organizations 
(COs) formed

663
Local Support 
Organizations 
(LSOs) formed

67,188 
Poor households 
received Income 
Generating Grants 
PKR 947.35 Million

1,150,138
Micro credit 
beneficiaries & disbursed 
34,863 Million

1015,907 25,500 113,444

15
Operation Districts

86
Presence in Talukas 

722
Presence in Union 
Councils

29,899
Presence in Villages

14,009
Village Organizations 
(VOs) formed

115,463
Community members
 trained in technical 
and vocational training 

319,019
Households benefitted 
with Community 
Investment Fund 
PKR 5,833.10 Million

1,163,300
Households insured 
under Micro Health 
Insurance cover

Key Impacts of SRSO Interventions as of December, 2025

28,882
Community Physical 
Infrastructure Schemes 
completed 

306,233
Houses constructed & 
handed over to poor 
households

10

Trees planted and 
managed by 
community 

Poultry layers 
distributed among
poor households 

Kitchen Gardening 
Established 

6,005
Organized rural women 
in 692 Business 
Development Groups

14,163
Children are enrolled in 
SRSO-managed 
community schools

413, 315
Members of community 
institutions (CIs) trained 
in managerial skills 
training
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The Science Festival 2025 organized in SRSO- managed schools 
The Science Festival 2025 of SRSO- managed schools was 
organized successfully by SRSO in partnership with 
School Education & Literacy Department � Govt. of Sindh 
at SRSO Complex Sukkur. Chairman of the IAC SRSO 
Board, Sha�que Ahmed Khoso, was the chief guest. 
Director IBA Kashmore Campus Prof. Naveed Qureshi, Dr. 
Mohsin, Independent Expert USAID School Ed Project, 
ADC 2 Sukkur, Bushra Mansoor, and SRSO -CFO 
participated in the event to observe science models and 
appreciate future scientists.
27 SRSO-managed Community Cluster and EMO 
Secondary Schools from Khairpur, Sukkur, Shikarpur, and 
Kashmore @ Kandhkot districts participated in the 
exhibition and showcased/presented their developed 
science projects. 
A panel of experts comprised Prof. Naveed Qureshi, Dr. 
Mohsin, and Senior Manager SRSO-Social Service Sector 
Naimatullah Shaikh, who inspected the presented models 
in detail and critically, and announced the following: 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd positions. 
 1st position achieved EMO School Sami, district 

Khairpur Mir's.
 2nd position achieved EMO School Hassan Ali Shah and 

Community Cluster School Yaar Mohd Nindwani, 

district Kashmore @ Kandhkot.
 3rd position achieved Community Cluster School Wahid 

Bux Bijarani, district Kashmore@ Kandhkot.
The guests/panelists visited stalls, interacted with 
students, and acknowledged their creativity and hard 
work. The Mega Science Festival proved to be a highly 
successful and inspiring event. It not only enhanced 
students' scienti�c knowledge but also fostered 
teamwork, con�dence, and healthy competition. Festival 
achieved its objectives and encouraged students to 
continue exploring the world of science with passion.
In the end, Chief Guest Sha�q Ahmed Khoso award to the 
positions to winner students, teachers and appreciation 
shields to SRSO-Education Team and panelists as well. 
They appreciated team for organizing well-organized and 
impactful science festival.
Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) has planned and 
organized successfully science festival in all SRSO-
managed EMO and Community Cluster Schools supported 
by School Education & Literacy Department, Government 
of Sindh and Sindh Education Foundation, Government of 
Sindh in Shikarpur, Kashmore, Sukkur and Khairpur Mir's 
districts. 

Key Highlights 

The launching ceremony of Climate Change & Sindh book
Karachi/November 23, 2025
Addressing the launching ceremony of a book on 
environment, various speakers said that the subject of 
environment should be included in the curriculum. 
Humans are now less at risk from wars, more from the 
environment. Changes in temperature cycles are 
damaging agriculture. Reporting on the environment is 
being prevented in the name of national interest.
Speakers expressed these views while addressing the 
launching ceremony of Zubair Soomro'scompiled book 
�Environmental Change and Sindh�. The program was 
organized by the Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) 
at the National Museum Karachi auditorium.
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Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro, CEO-SRSO said that SRSO is 
giving priority to research on the environment. While 
working in the rural areas of Sindh, we gets the 
opportunity to see the environmental change up close. 
Due to this environmental change, SRSO played a full role 
in the rains and �oods of 2022.
The book's editor, Zubair Soomro, said that now humans 
are more at risk from the environment than from wars. 
Renowned intellectual Naazer Mahmood said that there is 
a need to conduct a study on the environment at the 
district level in Sindh.
Journalist Aa�a Salam, who works on the environment, 
said that journalists reporting on the environment are also 
facing severe dif�culties now. Earlier, the lives of those 
reporting on wars and other issues were in danger, now 
reporting on the environment has also become a threat.
Environmental expert Mustafa Nagaraj said in his speech 
that due to the sudden changes in weather in Sindh, it is 
necessary to diversify from traditional crops to new 
varieties.

Water affairs expert Ehsan Leghari said that 
problems arising due to poor governance are 
also put in the environment. Environmental 
Journalist Shabina Faraz said that now reporting on the 
environment is being prevented in the name of national 
interest.
Ceremony was attended by environmentalists, civil society 
activist, writers and media persons. The program was 
moderated by a renowned media person/ news show host 
Leila Nisar.

A training programme fort 85 teachers of 6 SRSO-managed EMO Schools 

Kashmore @Kandhkot/ December 28-30, 2025
Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) in partnership 
with School Education Department- Govt. of Sindh 
successfully trained 85 teachers of EMO Schools in district 
Kashmore @Kandhkot Sindh. These teachers were trained 
of 6 SRSO-managed EMO Schools through two 3-Day 
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) training 
workshops.
First workshop was organized on Package 3 at GHS Hasan 
Ali Shah and attended by 45 teachers of 3 schools and 2nd 
workshop on package 4 at Geo Malik and attended 40 
teachers. 
Found active participation in workshops, peer-teaching 
simulations, and digital literacy modules. 
The crucial components covered Pedagogical Excellence 
(STEAM Focus), Instructional Design & Assessment, and 
Digital Literacy.
Inauguration visit from the Director School ES&HS, 
Larkano Region, and Senior Manager, SRSO-Social 

Service Sector and other of�cials provided motivation, 
guidance, appreciation and oversight.  
The master trainers from the We Care Consultants 
enhanced participants' skills through activity-based 
learning, successfully completing 5 sessions as per the 
training manual duly endorsed by STEDA. The training 
concluded with the distribution of certi�cates to 
participants.

LSO celebrated Sindhi Culture Day 
Ghotki /December13, 2025 
Sindhi Culture Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm 
and cultural pride in Village Dhamaji, Taluka Ghotki. The 
event was organized by Village Organization Zara with 
support from Local Support Organization Dua (UC 
Changlani), while the Social Mobilization Team, Ghotki 
facilitated the arrangements.
Community elders and representatives of VO Zara and 
LSO Dua delivered speeches, sung national songs, 
presented cultural tablows highlighting the signi�cance of 
Sindhi Culture Day, emphasizing cultural values, unity, 
tolerance, and the teachings of renowned Sindhi poet 
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.

SRSO OUTREACH & INTERVENTIONS   l   OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025
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MoU signing ceremony held between SRSO, and SZABIST University Larkano

Larkano/Decembr19, 2025
A Memorandum of Understanding signing ceremony was 
held between Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO), 
Larkana Region, and SZABIST University Larkana. The 
MoU was formally signed by Mr. Ghulam Mehdi Khan 
Qadri, Assistant Manager Operations, SRSO, and Mr. 
Nasurallah Bhutto, Assistant Manager Administration, 
SZABIST University Larkana. The ceremony was 
witnessed by Dr. Zahida Abro, Head of Campus, SZABIST 
University Larkana, and Mr. Nadir Ali Shah, Regional MER, 
SRSO.
The MoU aims to strengthen collaboration between the 
academic and non-pro�t sectors by building meaningful 
linkages between the university and development 
practitioners. Under this partnership, students will gain 

opportunities for exposure visits to women-led Community 
Organizations and access to unpaid internship placements 
offered by SRSO. The agreement also encourages joint 
research initiatives, knowledge sharing, and learning 
through �eld-based engagement.

Agreement signed between SRSO and National Bank of Pakistan

SRSO Complex Sukkur/November 7, 2025
A signing ceremony of the Employee Banking Agreement 
between Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) and 
National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) was held at the SRSO 
Complex, Sukkur 
The agreement was signed by Mr. Muhammad Dittal 
Kalhoro, CEO-SRSO, along with the Chief Finance Of�cer 
and Senior Manager Finance & Treasury. From NBP Mr.  
Mumtaz Ali Bhutto, EVP/General Manager Sindh, Mr. 
Gobind Ram Lund, SVP/ Regional Head and Mr. Imran 
Hussain Panhwar, VP/ RE liabilities and Wealth 
Management attended the ceremony. 
Under this agreement, NBP will extend exclusive 
employee banking facilities to SRSO staff, including 
personal loans at competitive markup rates and a wide 
range of consumer �nancing products from housing 

�nance to funding domestic needs.
Speaking at the occasion, CEO-SRSO expressed his hope 
that the partnership will prove bene�cial for SRSO 
employees by facilitating easier access to NBP's �nancial 
services & products.

Baind / October 27, 2025
25 entrepreneurs from Badin district have successfully 
started their enterprises after receiving Microenterprise 
Development Grants worth Rs. 27.8 million under the EU 
funded UNIDO-PAIDAR Programme, implemented by the 
Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO).
These inspiring entrepreneurs have launched various 
innovative and pro�table micro-startups aimed at reviving 
local businesses, generating employment, and promoting 
sustainable livelihoods in the district. The SRSO team is 
actively facilitating and mentoring the entrepreneurs 
during the initial stages to help them establish and grow 
their ventures in line with their business development 
plans.

25 Enterprenures started news enterprises under PAIDAR Programme 
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CEO-SRSO received appreciation shield from Federal Minister of Poverty Alleviation & Social Safety 
Islamabad/November 27, 2025 
CEO-SRSO Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro received 
appreciation shield from Syed Imran Ahmed Shah Minister 
of Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety-Govt. of Pakistan 
during a seminar on  �Poverty Graduation- Pathway to 
Sustainable Livelihoods�   at Islamabad. On this occasion, 
Secretary MoPASS and Country Director IFAD were also 
present on stage. 
Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO), as an 
implementing partner of the National Poverty Graduation 
Programme funded by the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the Government of 

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence 
From November 25, to December 10, 2025 was observed 
16 Days of Activism for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women throughout world under global theme �UNiTE To 
End Digital Violence against All women and Girls� 
SRSO reaf�rms its commitment to protecting women & 
girls from the all forms of gender based violence 
especially in rural areas by empowering socially and 
economically through various initiatives as organization's 
cross-cut theme undertaken with our development 

partners, Sindh Government, and Government of Pakistan. 
This year, under Sindh People's Housing for Flood 
Affectees (SPHF) funded by Sindh Government,16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender Based Violence was observed in 5 
covering districts and conducted community awareness 
sessions, poster development, solidarity walks, staff 
orientation, and street theaters with �ood-affected 
communities.

Pakistan, has successfully implemented the program 
aimed to support ultra-poor households in graduating 
from poverty on a sustainable basis during 2019-2025 in 
Shikarpur and Kashmore districts of Sindh. 

Three-Day Training on Environment-Friendly Reusable Cloth Pads making
Sukkur/October 15-17, 2025
A three-day onsite training on environment-friendly 
reusable cloth pad making concluded successfully at the 
Community Centre Loung Bhatti, Sukkur by SRSO  The 
training aimed to equip women from Loung Bhatti 
Community Centre (Sukkur) and Vistera Women Business 
Center (Khairpur) with practical skills in designing, 
cutting, and stitching reusable cloth pads using industrial 
machines. Training was organized under People's Poverty 
Reduction Program funded by Sindh Government. 

Participants gained knowledge on proper use, washing, 
and maintenance of cloth pads, along with insights into 
costing and pricing strategies for local sales. Through role 
plays, group work, and dialogue-based activities, 
participants actively engaged in hands-on learning 
sessions.
In the closing ceremony, each participant received a 
certi�cate of participation, a dignity kit for personal use, 
and a raw material kit to continue practicing and selling 
reusable pads.
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The Brook Pakistan-supported Equine Welfare Project Activities
Khairpur Mir's/December 13, 2025
A children's art competition was conducted under Brooke-
SRSO Equine Welfare Project at HuraKhalifa Village, UC 
Sobhodero, District Khairpur Mir's to promote awareness 
about the wellbeing of working equines. Children 
enthusiastically participated by creating drawings that 
highlighted proper care, feeding, handling, and kindness 
toward donkeys and horses. 
The activity not only encouraged creativity but also helped 
build early understanding of equine welfare practices 
within the community. It served as a meaningful step in 
spreading compassion and responsible ownership among 
the younger generation.

Larkano/November 26, 2025
A Vet Discussion Day (Animal Healthcare Learning Day) 
was organized at Pak-BalochBricks Company and SRSO 
District Of�ce, Larkana under the Brooke Pakistan � 
Equine Welfare Project implemented by SRSO. The event 
aimed to enhance hands-on skills through participatory 
and interactive demonstrative sessions, focusing on 
practical learning, experience sharing from �eld practices, 
and standardization of farriery methods (FMF).
The session was facilitated by Dr. Mohsin Ali Solangi 
(SRSO � V.O, Brooke Project) and Dr. Aman Khan (M&T 
Manager, Brooke Pakistan, Sukkur).
During the workshop, the following key theoretical and 
practical themes were covered:
 Lameness and its assessment protocol
 Lower foot anatomy of equine animals

Khairpur Mir's/October 28, 2025
A two-day training session was organized for Community 
Change Agents (CCAs) in District Khairpur Mir's, Sindh, 
under the Equine Welfare Project supported by The Brooke 
Pakistan.The training was facilitated by Dr. Talat, while Dr. 
Aman Khan, Monitoring and Training Manager, Brooke 
Pakistan, also attended to observe the proceedings.
The primary objective of the training was to build the 
capacity of animal owners on improved animal husbandry 
practices, �rst aid for working animals, and community-
based welfare initiatives.
A total of �ve animal owners from various brick kilns 

af�liated with SRSO-supported Equine Welfare 
Communities in District Khairpur Mir's participated in the 
training.

Khairpur Mir's/October 4, 2025
Brooke Pakistan-SRSO Equine Welfare Project celebrated 
World Animal Day alongside the Livestock Department 
and civil society partners within equine-owning 
communities in Larkano, Jacobabad, and Khairpur Mir's 
districts. Events brought communities together to 
recognize the vital role of working equines in the lives of 
poor and marginalized families.
During the celebrations, participants highlighted how 
working equines support every aspect of daily survival. 

Women in rural areas rely heavily on these animals to 
fetch water for both people and livestock, transport fodder 
from �elds, and manage household responsibilities. 

 Common foot diseases
 Assessing the impact of foot conformation on 

lameness
 Designing interventions based on diagnosis
 Case studies for monitoring and follow-up
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SRSO Achievements as of December 2025
Sectoral Outreach Data 
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Key Visitors
Thatto | November 22, 2025
A media delegation from Karachi led by Mr. Muhammad 
Dittal Kalhoro, CEO of the SRSO - Sindh Rural Support 
Organization, visited Village Lakho Banbhro, Union Council 
Chatto Chand, District Thatta, under the People's Poverty 
Reduction Programme (PPRP) funded by the Sindh 
Government. The purpose of the visit was to explore and 
highlight the impact of SRSO's interventions, particularly the 
progress of community institutions and women-led 
enterprises in the area.
The delegation included prominent media professionals: 
Shabina Faraz, & Fakir Salim (Time News), Ghazala Fasil 
(Freelancer), Arshi Abbas (K21 News), Shazia Arshad (Aaj 
News), Zeeshan Ahmed (ZS News TV), Mina Ra�que 
(Freelancer), Maria Ismail (Daily Awami Awaz), Bakhtawar, 
Saadia Ubaid Khan (Freelance YouTuber),  Mazhar Raza, 
Naveed Abbas (Aaj Digital), Syed Faisal Kazim, Sadiya 
Samson, and Arshman (Bol TV), Ureeba Waqar and M. Sajid 
(Geo News) and Qazi Asif (VNS).

Sanghar | December 13, 2025
Renowned intellectuals and civil society activists Mr. Aijaz 
Turk and Mr. Naseer Memon visited SRSO-supported PPRP 
interventions funded by Sindh Government in UC Mansoora, 
District Sanghar. They met organized rural women and 
observed women-led livelihood initiatives, community 
institutions, and grassroots development efforts.
During the visit to Village Mubarak, the Village Organization 
shared its pro�le, ongoing PPRP activities (IGG, CIF, EDF, 
BDG), and success stories highlighting social and economic 
transformation. The delegation also visited women 
entrepreneurs' stalls, interacted with bene�ciaries, and 
appreciated their businesses and achievements.

During the visit, women and men entrepreneurs supported by 
SRSO set up stalls to showcase a diverse range of products 
and services. Members of community institutions COs, VOs, 
and LSO shared presentations and success stories. Ms. 
Sanghar from Village Rawat Magsi narrated her inspiring 
journey of empowerment. Ms. Shahbana Khaskheli 
highlighted the achievements of LSO Chatto Chand, while 
Ms. Suriya shared her personal progress with the delegation.

Sukkur & Ghotki | November 27 and 28, 2025
Dr. Shazia Mahar, Deputy Director of Planning & 
Development Department (P&DD), Government of Sindh, 
visited various interventions undertaken under the People's 
Poverty Reduction Program (PPRP), funded by the Sindh 
Government and implemented by SRSO in Sukkur and Ghotki 
districts.
During the visit, Dr. Shazia (MEC-P&DD-GoS) met with 
organized rural women and bene�ciaries at VO Ekta (Village 

Azeem Menik), VO Zara (Village Dhamaji), and VO Gulan 
Laghari. She interacted with community members and 
reviewed key PPRP-II interventions, including the successful 
VIP scheme at VO Ekta, Kitchen Gardening initiatives, Low-
Cost Housing units, and meetings with CIF and EDF 
bene�ciaries. She also engaged with youth trained under the 
GoS-funded Community Skills Training program, a skills 
development initiative of the Government of Sindh.
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Jacobabad, Shikarpur and Khairpur Mir's | November 14, 
15 and 16, 2025
Mrs. Sonabar Naazir Mahmood, a writer accompanied her 
daughter Zoya visited SRSO to conduct research work in 
Jacobabad, Shikarpur and Khairpur Mir's districts. Zoya is 
conducting a study on the challenges faced by women 
during the �ood, focusing on the experiences of pregnant 
women and girls dealing with menstruation.
They visited �ood-affected areas, where they met with 
local women who shared their heart-wrenching stories of 
struggle and hardship. The women recounted the 
dif�culties they faced due to the lack of basic facilities, 
including clean clothes, sanitary pads, and access to 
healthcare.
The women highlighted the challenges faced by pregnant 
women, who gave birth at home with the help of local 
midwives, and struggled to breastfeed due to food scarcity. 

Some women lost their babies, while others 
faced various health issues.

October 20, 2025 | Sukkur
Mr. Abid Saleem Qureshi, Commissioner Sukkur Division, 
visited the Sindh Rural Support Organization (SRSO) 
Complex in Sukkur to learn about the organization, its 
initiatives and impacts. Chief Executive Of�cer (CEO)-
SRSO Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro warmly welcomed and 
facilitated them in visiting and meeting. During his visit, 
the Commissioner toured SRSO's departments included 
the Sartyoon Sang Outlet, where the Commissioner 
observed a range of handmade crafts created by rural 
women artisans and learned about SRSO's marketing 
approach to promote enterprise development and improve 
livelihoods.
A comprehensive meeting followed, where the CEO 
presented a detailed overview of SRSO's two-decade 

journey, vision, mission, strategy, outreach, ongoing 
projects, interventions, and impact at the community level. 
The Commissioner expressed appreciation for SRSO's 
remarkable journey and highlighted the signi�cant impact 
of its work with 1.5 million organized women, introducing 
innovative concepts such as, crafts enterprise, nano-
business and �nancial literacy.

Mirpurkhas | October 18, 2025
Mr. Junaid Buland, Special Assistant to the Chief Minister 
Sindh, along with Mr. Faisal Ahmed Uqali, Commissioner 
Mirpurkhas, and other of�cials, conducted a detailed visit 
and coordination meeting at the Central Jail Garment Unit 
Mirpurkhas. The delegation was warmly welcomed by Mr. 
AshfaqueKalwar, SSP Prisons along District Manager 
SRSO, Mr. Harji Mal, Technical Expert (Garments).
During the meeting, the visitors reviewed the progress and 
impact of the SRSO-supported Garment Unit established 
inside the Central Jail, which aims to provide vocational 

skills and livelihood opportunities to inmates through 
garment production, tailoring training & marketing.

Islamabad | November 11, 2025
SRSO - Sartyoon Sang Crafts Enterprise stalls in Lok Mela 
at Lok Virsa, Islamabad, are promoting and marketing as 
well as Sindhi culture and crafts for all. Various crafts made 
by rural women artisans of Sindh were displayed for sale. 
Dr. Nafeesa Shah Jillani, Member National Assembly (MNA) 
of PPP visited Sartyoon Sang stall and appreciated 
displayed crafts of rural women artisans and SRSO effort. 
Sartyoon Sang Stall was part of Sindh Pavilion held by Sindh 
Government during Lok Virsa Festival on November 7 to 10, 
2025.
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Achievements as of December 2025 
District-wise Outreach Data 
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Success Stories

The Sindh Rural Support Organisation (SRSO) has quietly 
become one of Pakistan's most effective engines of resilience. In 
a country where bureaucracy often confuses motion with 
progress, the SRSO has distinguished itself through the rare 
combination of compassion and competence. It began modestly, 
with the idea that communities � especially women and the poor 
� should not merely receive help but shape it.
Over two decades, it has turned that principle into practice 
across Sindh's �ood-prone districts. When the province was 
submerged in 2022, the SRSO turned its �eld of�ces in 
Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Larkana, Khairpur and Sukkur into 
lifelines. They distributed food and medicine, but also wages and 
dignity. 'Cash-for-work' schemes rebuilt roads and morale. 
Women artisans revived embroidery clusters that became 
symbols of both income and identity. Even housing 
reconstruction acquired a climate-conscious twist: elevated eco-
homes designed to resist the next deluge rather than 
commemorate the last one.
The publication of 'MausamyatiTabdili Ain Sindh' (Climate 
Change and Sindh) marks the SRSO's entry into the intellectual 
arena.
The 152-page volume is less a vanity project than a statement of 
intent: that the climate debate must be written and read in 
Sindhi if it is to matter. In that, it continues the SRSO's evolution 
from a relief agency to a knowledge institution � one that 
translates �oodwater into public policy. The volume's compiler, 
Zubair Soomro, embodies the bridge between activism and 
analysis. A development worker turned editor, he understands 
that people are more likely to act on ideas they understand. 
Hence his insistence on linguistic ownership: climate literacy, he 
argues, cannot survive translation into bureaucratese.
The essays he curates draw their imagery from the Indus delta, 
the Kotri barrage, the Thatta mangroves and the brittle rhythms 
of �shing and farming life. The result is a body of writing that 
feels lived rather than borrowed. Soomro's editorial hand 
ensures diversity without dilution. The 17 contributions range 
from scienti�c exposition to moral argument. They avoid the twin 
traps of despair and technocracy that often plague 
environmental writing. Instead, they weave empirical evidence 
with cultural intuition � what might be called Sindh's 
environmental vernacular. This, more than anything, is Soomro's 
quiet triumph: turning climate change from a donor-driven 
slogan into a people's conversation.
No such conversation would be complete without Naseer 
Memon, the province's most persuasive chronicler of rivers and 
rights. His career � spanning civil society, journalism and 
research � has made him both witness and conscience. 
Memon's writings have long argued that the Indus Delta's 
decline is not an act of nature but of neglect. His notion of the 
'right of rivers to exist' predates global debates about ecological 
personhood and makes a philosophical claim with practical 
urgency: if the Indus dies, so does Sindh.
In 'MausamyatiTabdili Ain Sindh', Memon contributes three 
essays that distil decades of thought. He reimagines the river as 
a living being, dissects the politics of Pakistan's �ood 
mismanagement and explores how the erasure of land erodes 

identity itself. Few writers connect hydrology to history with such 
clarity. Together, Soomro and Memon have forged an intellectual 
alliance that transforms climate anxiety into cultural critique. 
Where one edits from within the development sector, the other 
writes from the margins of power. Between them, they map a 
new moral geography for Sindh � one where environmentalism 
is as much about justice as it is about weather.
'MausamyatiTabdili Ain Sindh' opens with forewords by Durrani 
and Kalhoro, both of whom anchor the collection in lived 
experience rather than abstract concern. They remind readers 
that climate change, in Sindh, is not a forecast but is yesterday's 
�oodwater still standing in today's �elds. The �rst essay, 
'SarhadanKaan Azad Mausam' ('Climate Without Borders'), by 
Ali Tauqueer Shaikh, stretches the reader's horizon beyond the 
provincial. Shaikh, a veteran climate strategist, examines 
compound extreme weather events � the deadly cocktail of 
heatwaves, droughts and �oods that increasingly de�nes South 
Asia. His central message is that adaptation must be as 
borderless as the atmosphere.
The essay links Sindh's fate to regional cooperation � a hard sell 
in a neighbourhood addicted to rivalry, but a necessary one. Next 
comes M Ehsan Leghari, whose essay on the Indus's lower Kotri 
stretch introduces a chilling idea: ecocide. A biologist and 
conservationist with decades of experience in Sindh's irrigation 
ecology, Leghari documents the loss of �sh species, the 
intrusion of seawater and the collapse of delta ecosystems. He 
reminds readers that biodiversity is not aesthetic but existential. 
His writing bridges science and ethics, turning ecological 
decline into an indictment of state apathy. The Indus, he implies, 
is being murdered in instalments.
The book then widens its scope. Imdad Hussain Siddiqui, the 
Sindh ombudsman, contributes a thoughtful piece titled 'Climate 
Change and the Leadership Role of the Sindh Ombudsman'. A 
career jurist and administrator, Siddiqui argues that climate 
adaptation is as much a question of governance as of geography. 
His essay shows how oversight institutions � often dismissed as 
ceremonial � can enforce climate accountability by ensuring that 
local of�cials protect the rights of affected citizens. He frames 
environmental justice as a constitutional duty, not a bureaucratic 
favour. In a province where redress is rare, his voice lends moral 
authority and administrative realism.

Sindh's struggle for survival
By Dr. Naazir Mahmood
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Equally compelling is 'Sindh and the Climate 
Crisis' by Nasir Ali Panhwar, an environmental 

policy expert and executive director of the Centre for 
Environment and Development. Panhwar's career has long 
intertwined research and advocacy; his focus on water 
management and urban resilience makes him one of Sindh's 
most informed commentators. In this essay, he traces the 
historical evolution of Sindh's vulnerability � from colonial 
canal construction to modern urban sprawl � and argues that 
climate policy must move from reaction to foresight. His 
prose is spare but sharp: If we continue to treat the river as a 
pipe and the desert as waste, we will have neither.
Together, Siddiqui and Panhwar remind readers that climate 
change is not only a scienti�c concern but a political one. 
Where Leghari writes as a naturalist, Siddiqui speaks as a 
reformer, and Panhwar as a planner. Their essays, distinct in 
tone but united in urgency, reveal a spectrum of Sindh's 
intellectual response � from the courtroom to the delta, from 
the policy bench to the �eld trench. A cluster of other articles 
turns to adaptation, agriculture, and the gendered experience 
of crisis. Several authors � teachers, journalists and 
development workers � offer �rsthand observations from 
�ood-affected villages, proposing micro-solutions such as 
�oating gardens, seed banks and women-led disaster 
committees.
Yet it is again Memon's trilogy that gives the book its spine. In 
one essay, he declares that rivers possess an existence 
beyond their economic use; in another, he skewers the �ood 
empathy cycle, where sympathy peaks after catastrophe and 
ebbs with the waters. His third essay re�ects on cultural 

displacement � the drowning of memory when geography 
disappears. What sets the collection apart is its accessibility. 
The Sindhi prose is clean, the layout elegant, and the tone 
serious without self-importance. Citations from the IPCC and 
COP meetings coexist with local proverbs. The mix is 
refreshing � a reminder that sophistication need not be 
foreign.
As a whole, 'MausamyatiTabdili Ain Sindh' is both a document 
and a diagnosis. It records the human cost of climate change 
in a province already living its future and it exposes the 
institutional lethargy that allows disaster to repeat itself. 
More importantly, it establishes Sindhi as a language of 
environmental scholarship. That alone is an achievement. 
The SRSO and its collaborators have done something rare in 
Pakistan: they have created a book that belongs equally on an 
academic's desk and in a villager's home. It argues, 
persuasively, that adaptation begins not with infrastructure 
but with understanding � and that understanding grows best 
in the language of the people.
In that sense, 'MausamyatiTabdili Ain Sindh' is not merely a 
book about climate change. It is a reminder that the struggle 
for survival, like the Indus itself, �ows from the same source: 
memory, dignity and the refusal to surrender to the tide.

The writer holds a PhD from 
the University of Birmingham, 
UK. He tweets/posts @NaazirMahmood 
and can be reached at: mnazir1964@yahoo.co.uk
Link: https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail?id=445274

Scars that do not fade
A tale of surviving gender based violence
By Qazi GM

When I �rst saw AamiShoro in Thatta, she was sitting in a 
wheelchair under a makeshift shelter, working on an 
appliqué artwork. The colours of her embroidery stood out 
against the dullness of her surroundings and shone in the 
afternoon sun. At �rst, she looked like any other lady sewing 
to make money. But Aami's story is written on her body in 
scars that go across her neck, back and arms. They are 
reminders of brutality so bad that she can no longer walk.
Aami was married to a man considerably older than her 
when she was only 15. By the time she was 27, she had six 
children. When her life fell apart, her youngest child was nine 
months old and nursing.
One afternoon, while she was cooking, her husband told her 
to leave right away to help him with work. She told him to 
wait till the supper was ready. That simple answer led to 
horri�c suffering.
She recalls, �He suddenly hit me in the neck and back with 
an axe. I passed out as blood spilt out of me. He raced away, 
yelling �blood, blood.� My child was left alone in the cradle 
and cried.
Her brother rushed to her side, but it took about an hour to 
get her to the nearest hospital. The damage to her spinal 
chord was irreparable by the time she got medical attention. 

The delay wasn't accidental. �They said it was a case of 
domestic violence and therefore not urgent,� Aami 
remembers.
For two years, Aami lay �at on a wooden wagon. She couldn't 
move and had no dignity and no wheelchair. �I felt like I was 
dead, but I was still alive,� she adds. In the end, she got a 
rickety wheelchair. Subsequently, with the support of the 
Sindh Rural Support Organisation, she got a sturdier one.
The scars are all over her person. Aami says, �After all those 
years, I still feel the pain all over my body. The agony atn a 
man's hand, especially if he is your husband, is more than 
just a cut. It heals but never leaves the heart.�
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Forgiveness under duress
Eventually, Aami's spouse was detained by the police. 
During the trial, Aami, who was taken to the court in a 
wheelchair, did the unthinkable. She forgave him.
�I asked the court to let him go,� says. �I don't know why, 
but I had the heart of a wife and a mother of six.�
The judges and the lawyers said she was �kind.� Some 
women's rights activists say that forgiving in such 
circumstances is not always a free choice. �Women have 
to make up with their abusers because of social 
pressure,� says Marvi Awan, a gender activist. �They are 
told to put the children �rst, not their own safety.� 
Forgiveness under duress is not justice; it is survival.
Aami's decision had consequences. After he got out, her 
husband tried to assault her again, this time hitting her 
sister and fracturing her arm. He ended up in jail.
A life rebuilt in fragments
Aami never lived with her husband again. She is raising 
her six children by herself. The SRSO runs a programme 
to help women become more independent. In 2017, she 
got aRs 15,000 grant to start a business. She used the 
money to start an appliqué work business.
Her appliqué is beautiful, strong, detailed and patient. 
Each piece is a bit of survival sewn into cloth. She says, 
�Work became my dignity. I feed my children with this 
craft. Even if I can't stand, I can stitch.�
Aami built a katcha house with her own money. She still 
lives there. It's a fragile structure, but it's hers. She says 
she no longer lives in fear anymore, but the trauma is 
still there. She admits, �Sometimes, when I look at my 
children, I feel the same pain.�
A hidden epidemic
Asmi's story is one of many in rural Sindh, where 
gender-based violence (GBV) persists, often hidden 
behind traditional silence. Instances similar to her ordeal 
frequently go unreported. The practice is attributed to 
lack of awareness, societal stigma and the perceived 
futility of pursuing justice.
The Pakistan Demographic and Health Survey 2017-18 
found that 28 percent of women aged 15-49 reported 
suffering a physical assault. Activists say that the actual 
�gures are likely greater, particularly in rural regions. 
Recent statistics reveal a dire situation: in 2024, Pakistan 
documented 32,617 incidences of gender-based violence. 
These included almost 5,300 rapes, 2,200 incidents of 
domestic abuse and 547 'honour' killings. Conviction 
rates are abysmal: 0.5 percent for rape and honour 
killings, and 1.3 percent for domestic violence.
Last year, more than 1,700 incidences of gender-based 
violence were reported in Sindh; there were no 
convictions. The data indicates not only under-reporting 
but also a systemic failure at all levels of the legal 
system.
Women's rights organisationsemphasise that economic 

dependence ensnares women in abusive 
relationships. Research indicates that rural 
women's participation in the formal labour force is 
less than 30 percent. A signi�cant portion of is unpaid 
for.
The Sindh Commission on the Status of Women 
recognizes the discrepancy between the law and its 
application. According to Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Thatta, Ghulam DastgirShiekh, 
implementation of the Domestic Violence (Prevention and 
Protection) Act, 2013, has been inadequate, particularly 
in rural regions. �Survivors are compelled to return to 
abusive environments in the absence of legal aid, 
medical assistance and shelters.�
Research gaps
Recent feminist scholarship underscores the failures of 
Pakistan's GBV response. A 2023 study in the Asian 
Journal of Women Studies found that rural survivors 
often face �secondary victimisation� � humiliation, 
delays and disbelief in medical and legal systems. 
Another 2024 UN Women report highlighted that less 
than 10 percent of reported GBV cases in Pakistan result 
in prosecution.
These �ndings demand a re-examination of of�cial 
statistics. While 32,617 GBV cases were �recorded� in 
2024, activists argue that the �gure barely scratches the 
surface. A majority of rural cases remain invisible, 
erased by silence, stigma and indifference.
Survival as resistance
Aami sees living as a �ght back. Every stitch she does in 
the cloth is a way for her to say no to the quiet forced on 
her. �I only think about surviving with dignity,� she 
murmurs, her hands calm on the fabric.
She still has her scars but Aami says she lives in her 
appliqué, in the mud house she has built and in the six 
children she is raises by herself.
Pakistan must heed cases like hers to address the 
scourge of violence against women. Laws on paper don't 
mean anything if they aren't enforced. People like Aami 
who have survived should not have to choose between 
forgiving someone under pressure or staying quiet to 
stay alive. Without this, the wounds of violence will not go 
away.

The writer is a researcher and writer working as a 
Development Practitioner in Hyderabad, Sindh. 
He has a master's degree in English literature. 

He can be reached at qaxigm@gmail.com
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