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1. Introduction

The aim of SRSO is to support most maalized segment of rural society f@overty
reduction through the empowerment of rural women. Inevitably, the fact is that women are
doing hard work at home and villadgevel, to support their families througlestless efbrts
which easinghe life of their families Thus, women are always beingidantly ignored at
various level from village to town and then citiesd found mostly victimized in utter
traditional barriers.

SRSO adopted a kapproachwhich support rural women and revealed adorable existence
of women in society and utilizing tremeods potential of womenbecause they areloing

craft work at home andsupporing their familiesusing theirskills and products. Yet women
are not being offeredeasonable remuneratiorof their splendid hanganade productsdue to
interruption of middle marand inaccessibility to potential arkets.

SRSO played indispensable role and eliminated the gap of inaccessibiligriaét by
establishing the SartyooS8angOutlet, in order to provide easonable promotion to the hard
made products of poor rural womenn the pursuance of such aim SRSO have extensively
developed a well manageable plan to promote rural crafts permanently and properly at all
level. Hence, initiativehave been taken tintroduce the event of exhibitions in mega cities
like Hyderabad anarachi where the rural women can find out the reasonable remuneration
of their hard work and products. Thus, these exhibitions are expected to be expanded in major
cities of other provinces as well.

2. The Purpose of Exhibition

In the recent context SR3fave organized a wethanaged exhibition in order to highlight the
crafts of rural women in a true spirit at Karachi. Thieention & purpose of organizing event
was to developmarket linkages obusiness development groups of skilled artisaith
effective strategy. This enablesomen artisans to havdull access to local, national and
international markets; leading product development, improvement in connections to value
chain actors, input supplies, retailers and wholesalers. Within the scope of thellve
objectves, the component demonstrateshe cultural assets being identified by the
community and utilization of their skills for economic and social development.

3. Inauguration of Sartyoon Sang Crafts Exhibition

All elementsof Sindhi culture were there at 3rd Sartyoon Sang Craft Exhibition. In an exquisite
traditional crafts displayed at the Ocean Madarachj organized by Sindh Rural Support
Organizaibn (SRSO) from 5 to 7 February 2016

In Karachi, a wide mixture of Sindhandicrafts made by rural women were exhibited,
including home textiles, basketryjewelry, dresses, dupattas and shawls, embellished with
traditional embroidery cutwork and others items.

Member of National Assembly (MNA) Milafeesa Shah inaugurated te&hibition formally

and the exhibitbn started its journey for three days. During inauguration the Chief Executive
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Officer of SRSO Mr. Muhammag.

4

Dittal Kalhoro, Ms. Sheeren Narej?g
(BoD members SRS®) Naheed 3:5:
Shah DuraniExCEO SRSQyere
also present.

CEGSRSO, Muhammad it
Kalhoo, while highlighted the
purpose he said that theevent is 5
organised to facilitate better #as

incomes ofwomen artisans of mal ’9 >

Sindh. CEO further elaborated thed ~

we have trained more than 7,000omen from some of the mosiessprivilegedregions of
Jacobabad,Kandhkot/Kashmore, Shikarpur, Ghotki, Kambaat®ladkot, Khairpur and
Sukkur districtsHe said that this is a platform for rural women and their creative rational
work which they generally producing at their hoprefter the restless efforts of many days.
Unfortunately, instead of many days hardiork the rural women were remained unable to

get reasonable prices of their products while selling in local markets. This has profoundly
discouraged the poor ruratraftsvomen. They have been given idea of doing businesa as

group, afterward rural women raised &form of BDGsaid CEO

Member of National Assemblyys.

Nafeesa Shah after inauguratiof

the 3d Sartyoon SangCrafts §

exhibition, comprising on stitching

and unstitchng cloths Needle J&

Work (Different  types of N8

embroidery), Straw work (Wheat

straw crafts),bed sheets,

Crochetwork (Kundhee / Hook

work) and other women stuffs. She~

said, SRSO in rural aresgpported b |

and guided them to generate their source of income @aodr community gradually becoming
able to alleviate their poverty by starting various small tyfdusinesses.

Ms. Nafeesa Shah samhw such type of platforms for rural women asa great opportunity

to extract maximum benefit and learn new ideas, whase their work, and bring
advancement in their routine hanthade work in order to enhance the market
access/outreach which will promote the traditional products of Sindh and a good reason and
source of livelihood for rural women.

She further said thasuch exhibitions are very good grounds and a means to attain the
maturity in work and opens many ways to sustain the objective with better livelihood for rural
women.
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After the inauguration the exhibition was launched formally and the customers haveedtar

to get in and began to overview the many products to purchase.

On the first daydespiteof Friday 5th February, a large number of customers were witnessed
due tostrong media, social media and invitation campaign, the customers comparatively took
interest in prodicts which displayed and reflecteéde cultural aspectsSRSQacilitated 16
BDGs leaders of 8 districts of Northern Sindh to joined exhibition to prortizég work

before the customers with different colors and varieties together. The business development
groups (BDGs) have helped out the customers in respect to the rate and characteristics of
various products which relevantly supported the customers wbleosing and purchasing

/ 0, _

2 : ¢ - (BT e B
Mr. Azeem Meva P&DD during the Exhibition Visitors During the Exhibition

During the exhibition the customers have taken hugenest in the traditionally hananade
products chiefly the sindhillies with different designs anémbroidery work The turnout
andthe inclination of customersowards the sindhrellies, Murha, bed sheets, Crochetork
(Kundhee / Hook work were attracted the customers on day one. while the customers on day
one have admired the exhibition and proposed that designs and rates be kepnhthfor
middle class people, and the products for male members must be placed and displayed in the
exhibition as everyone like children can h&mducts of their choicen the evening of day,
center of attention was Raza Allan, younger brother of latarAFageer, a folk singer with
foremost exponents of Sufi music. Raza amused audience by devotional rhetoric and Sufi
dance singing with live performancehi$musiS Sy i ¢t & 2NHF yAT SR 0@
KTN
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On day two,the exhibition garted with routine activism and strength. Gradually the
customers moved and reached. The turnout of custombes increasedand improved
compare to last day. The customers have taken keen interest in-proliucts and shown

real affiliation with rural women antheir products. The business development groups have
additionally enhanced their capacity while ensured that each and every customer must get
proper attention while before the purchasing of products, this has increased the trust of
customers in the BDGsnd the decorum of the exhibitionUpon such facilitabn the
customers have immensegppreciatal the role of BDG members. While on day fwee two
products i.e. dresses and the cushions which comparatively remained in focus of the
customers, these two plducts have successfully got the extra attention of customers

designs and better affordable rates.
Although the customers have also helped t

have more stuff with additional desigr@sd ;
varieties, and others said to have bit
improvements inthe finishing of products
before bring them into the market.

On day three, the exhibition entered mthe last day and this dgyotentially attracted the
more people which increased the turnout of customers compareatst two days of its
inception. The customers have taken huge interest in all products equally, and this was the

Ms. Shumaﬂa(Anchor Perso?amaiNews Channel conducnng New reporterJaag\lews Channel conductmg the Interview of B
~_Interview of BD®eresentative . Representative
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extra achievement of rural women that their presentation and presence has made all the
products equally focused.

Yet the customers made necesgnteraction with BDGs and besides having bargaining for
prices they also put their remarks regarding the products/commodities produced in
exhibition. Some cuemerswished to see this as joinenture with other organizations, and
some of them have cry over th@ghrates and wanted to reduce the rates in view of people
participating are likely from mdle classThis was the mostafvorable day in terms of
Odza G2 YSND A impfoired thBsalliand 8 BGsdeeded to promote the productst

a significant scale

Throughout all three days the exhibition has successfully attracted the maximum people and
customers whicheventually served the purpose to promote the haméde products of rural
women on one end. The people from all walks have participated and shown their huge
commitment and interest in products and wished to see the cultural and seftiral
products reasonably promoted around the country. The business development groups of
different areas have received many orders forigas other products whiclurther build up

the confidence of women and a sign of improved product promotion.

Besides the other people, the presence of Members of National & Provincial Assemblies
including Mr Sheryar Khan Maharférmer leader of the Opposition in Sindh Assemjis.
Nusrat Sehar Abbasi and Vice Chairman Pano Agil Cantonment Mr Ali Bux Khan Mahar, als

appauded the efforts of hle SRSO for arranging the everttey alscexpressed their hope
that the eventwould be further helpful for development of linkages and easy market access
to their preciousproducts.

Women Rights Activists, Ms Irfana Mallah, Professor Amar Sindhu, MeshBe&D SRSO, Mr
GM Khoso, former CEO SRSO Dr Sono Khan Khangieenkhiwaja, Dr Manzoor Q Unar, &
other distinguished guests have immensely added the more decorum and honored the
exhibition. They all encouraged and applauded the efforts and passion of rural women for
producing such good traditional products.

4. RelevantSuggestions by the People/Customers

1 Ms. Nafeesa Shah suggested SRSO for hiring of qualified designer for improving
production of apparels. She further suggested to appro&alif Marketfor the marketing
of our traditional crafts. Specially participation in DuBanual Festival that can uplift
Pakistani craft globally.
There should be a permanent stall at the Ocean Mall by the SRSO.
The other products of Sindh also to be introduceduture programmes/events.
Such Exhibition also be hold within six months
Exhibition needs to be organized nationally in other metropolitan cities of Pakistan
including Lahore and Capital Islamabad.
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The example of unity in diversity was perfectly demonsilaby the team of SRSO under
the leadership of CEGRSO Muhammalittal Kalhoro

+AAAG2NAR vaiénsadion, @ientidn, I&W€ honor, and respect by other
communalities and cultures for thiswallf I Y Y SR S@SyidQQ

Most items were unique displayed, elsewheravéshard to find in Karachi.

The Advertising should be enhanced before the setup of exhibition.

. Event partners& Media Coverage

The Sartyoon Sang Craft exhibition organized at Ocean Mall Karachi with thertsofp
partners. Theinamesare given below:

Ocean Mall

Kawish Television Network (KTN)

Hot FM 10%Karachi
SindhEnterpriseDevelopmentFund (SEDF)
Sindh Bank

JS Bank

Jubilee Insurance

Sindh Culturallourism& AntiquatesDeparment

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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